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How Does Washington 
Compare with Other States: 
Understanding the Numbers
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Data Matters/Measurement is 
Important….but first some quotes

Everything should be made as simple as 
possible, but not simpler.

Albert Einstein

Figures don’t lie, but liars figure.
Samuel Clemens (aka Mark Twain)
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Data Matters/Measurement is 
Important….but first some quotes

There are three kinds of lies: lies, 
damn lies, and statistics.

Benjamin Disraeli

The pure and simple truth is rarely pure 
and never simple.

Oscar Wilde
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Higher Education
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Total Higher Education Revenues Per Student: WA is 44th among all states
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State/Local Government Appropriations Per Higher Education FTE Student
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State/Local Government Expenditures Per $1,000 of Personal Income
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State/Local Government Higher Education Expenditures Per Capita
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Percentage of Family Income Required to Pay Community and Technical 
College Tuition
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Share of Higher Education Costs Paid by Families/Students

W
yo

mi
ng

Ne
w 

Me
xic

o
Ge

or
gia

Ha
wa

ii
Ca

lifo
rn

ia
Ida

ho
Ne

va
da

Ala
sk

a

No
rth

 C
ar

oli
na

Illin
ois

Flo
rid

a
Lo

uis
ian

a
Ke

ntu
ck

y
Ok

lah
om

a
Ar

izo
na

So
uth

 C
ar

oli
na

Ut
ah Te

xa
s

Ne
w 

Yo
rk

Ar
ka

ns
as

Mi
ss

iss
ipp

i

Ka
ns

as
Ma

ss
ac

hu
se

tts
Ne

w 
Je

rse
y

W
isc

on
sin

Mi
ss

ou
ri

Ne
br

as
ka

Co
nn

ec
tic

ut
No

rth
 D

ak
ota

Mi
nn

es
ot

a
W

es
t V

irg
ini

a
Te

nn
es

se
e

Ma
ine

Vir
gin

ia
Iow

a
Ala

ba
ma

Ind
ian

a
Oh

io
Mo

nt
an

a
Mi

ch
iga

n
So

uth
 D

ak
ota

Rh
od

e I
sla

nd
Or

eg
on

Ma
ryl

an
d

Pe
nn

sy
lva

nia

Co
lor

ad
o

Ne
w 

Ha
mp

sh
ire Ve
rm

on
t

UN
IT

ED
 S

TA
TE

S

W
as

hi
ng

to
n

De
law

ar
e

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

9th

Source: State Higher Education Executive Officers



E A R L Y   L E A R N I N G      •      K – 1 2   E D U C A T I O N      •      H I G H E R   E D U C A T I O N 11

Share of Higher Education Costs Paid by Families/Students
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K-12
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State and Local Expenditures Per Capita; 2001-02 School Year
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2003-04 School Year Expenditures Per Student Based on Fall Enrollment
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2001-02 Expenditures Per Pupil, Adjusted by Geographic Cost of Education 
Index
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Mean Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) Composite Verbal and Math Scores 2004
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Mean Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) Composite Verbal and Math Scores 2004 --
States with participation of at least 40%
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Early Learning
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Child Care Worker Average Hourly Wage, 2004
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Self-Employed Child Care Providers Average Annual Earnings, 2002
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Percentage of Eligible Children (under Federal Rules) Who Receive Child Care 
Services  (States Competing for the 2003 TANF High Performance Bonus)  
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Percentage of 4-year-old Population Enrolled in State Pre-K programs; 2002-
2003 Enrollment
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Conclusions

• There is much more to be said about 
educational statistics 

• Before we narrow our focus, we need 
to clarify our vision and establish our  
priorities 

• Developing the metrics for Washington 
Learns is one of our most important 
tasks
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Meanwhile…

Believe nothing and be on your guard 
against everything.
--Latin Proverb
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